Singapore: one island, many people

Once a British colony, Singapore has been an independent
city state since 1965. It has limited natural resources and
space and yet, in the last 40 years, it has become one of the

most advanced manufacturing nations in south-east Asia.
Despite this economic success the country has struggled to
manage its population numbers,

Since independence Singapore has introduced population
control policies. From 1957 to the mid-1980s the
government tried to discourage large families but then
found population growth had become too low to provide a
young, vibrant worlkforce to develop the economy of the
[uture. In a reversal of policy the government decided to
encourage rapid population growth. Despite limitations of
living space, the population is now almost 4.7 million on an
island with an area of 620 km?.
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Study Source A.

a Describe the [ocation of
Singapore. Why is it called ‘the
crossroads of Asia'’?

b Calculate the average number
of people per square kilometre
in Singapore.

€ Suggest three problems that
an increasing population might
cause for the island.
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Study Source B.

a What is unusual about the year
interval on the horizontal axis?
Explain this.

b Describe how population
changed between 1901 and
2000.

¢ Give two examples of policies
used in the ‘Stop at Two'
campaign.

Increasing the population

By the 1980s the low rate of population growth was
causing the government some concern. Also, the most
educated citizens were having fewer children. In 1983
Prime Minister Lee Yuan Kew expressed his concern
that male university graduates preferred less well
educated wives, so female graduates were not getting
married and bearing children. In the mid-1980s
Singapore completely reversed its population policies.
Not only did it actively pursue policies to increase
population through natural growth and immigration.
It also developed policies to influence the type of
people who had children. In 1984, children of female
university graduates were offered places at the best
schools, and a grant of 10000 SGD* was given to less
well educated women who agreed to be sterilised after
the birth of their second child.

* 1000 Singapore dollars (SGD) = 700 US dollars
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Study Source C.

a How can you tell that policies to reduce the birth rate were in
operation after 19657

b Suggest why the government reversed its policies and
encouraged population growth from the mid-1980s.

Study Source D.

a List three incentives of the ‘Have Three or More' scheme.

b Suggest which income groups this was aimed at. Why?

¢ What evidence shows that the scheme did not increase birth

rates? Suggest why.
d Give two reasons why Singapore's population continued to grow.

creating space to accommodate a possible population
increase of 40% aver the next 40 to 50 years.
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Faced with a declining birth rate, Singapore has |

I b Look at the projected

embarked on an aggressive drive to increase its

1 pyramid for 2050. Imagine

population. There are incentives to have more
children. Immigration will be encouraged. In. 2006

| the birth rate fell to a record low of 1.3 children per
female. This is the 28th consecutive year
it has dropped below the ‘replacement rate’
needed to maintain the population.
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Housing Development.

Write a short paper

(maximum 150 words)

outlining:

e three problems facing
the government

e three possible solutions
to these problems.
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For a country you have studied, describe the policies used by the government

+ | to reduce rates of population growth.

Present your views to your
classmates.
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